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Google Earth Basics
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1. Find your house or school

(
Under the Search section, click the Fly To tab
(

(
Type the address in the search box… press Enter on the keyboard

(
Google Earth will “Fly To” the specific location

2. Tilting terrain

(
Hover the mouse pointer in the upper-right corner of the map

(
The navigation controls will appear… this is useful for viewing hilly terrain

(
Use the Tilt Slider to tilt the terrain toward a horizon view
(

TIP: Double-click the left or right icons to tilt all the way up or down.


3. Zoom in or out

(
Use the Zoom Slider (+ or -) to zoom in or out
(


4. Rotate the map east or west

(
Click and drag the Navigation Ring to rotate the map east or west
(

TIP: Click the N (north button) to “reset” the map direction.

5. Move the map left, right, up, or down (three options)

(
Click the left, right, up, or down arrows to move the map in the direction

(
Click and drag the Joystick (center icon) to control the map direction
(

(
Click and drag the center of the map to “grab” and move the map

6. Viewing layers

(
Layers can provide a variety of interesting geographic content

TIP: Some layer content does not appear until you zoom into an area.

(
Click the (+) or (-) to expand or collapse (open or close) a layer folder

(
Checkmarks indicate a layer is “on,” dots mean elements of the folder are on

(
Open the Gallery folder… check the Discovery box to display video content
(

7. Setting your Starting Location

(
Find a common location… your home or school for example

(
From the menu, click View… choose the Make this my start location option
Marking a Location

1. Find a location you would like to mark

2. From the menu, click Add… choose the Placemark option

TIP: Use the Add Placemark icon (
) as a shortcut.


3. In the Name box, label the new placemark… type a description (optional)


4. Adjust the zoom, tilt, and direction to the desired view


5. Click the View tab… click the Snapshot current view button

TIP: Want to change the placemark icon? In the upper-right corner, click the thumbtack button. Select a new icon and click the OK button. 
(


6. Click the OK button… the new placemark is added to the My Places folder

Create a Virtual Tour


1. Create a tour folder: Click Add… choose the Folder option
(


2. In the Name box, label the new folder… type a description (optional)

3. Click the OK button… the new folder is added to the My Places folder


4. Find a location you would like to add to the tour

5. Click the Add Placemark icon (
)… label the placemark… click OK

6. Repeat steps 4 and 5 for each location on the tour

7. Place a checkmark next to all the locations on the tour… click the Play button
(

TIP: To select all the locations in a folder, place a checkmark next to the folder. To remove a location from the tour, remove the desired checkmark.
Measure Distance (A to B or Path)


1. From the top toolbar, click the Ruler icon (
)

2. A pop-up window will appear… click the Line or Path tab

(
The Line tool will measure the distance from point A to point B

(
The Path tool will measure the total distance of each point on a path
(
Add Content Created by Other Users


1. Next to the Places section, click the Add Content button
(

2. The Google Earth website will appear… click the Educational link


3. Find content that looks interesting… click the Open in Google Earth link
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