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Wanted… Words That Rhyme
Unit Plan   
	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title:
	Wanted…Words That Rhyme

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question
	Where can we find order and patterns? 

	
	Unit Questions
	Is it time to rhyme?
Why rhyme?

	
	Content Questions
	What is rhyme? 
What words sound the same?
How can you tell words that rhyme?
Can words that are spelled differently sound the same? 

	Unit Summary:

	What is rhyme? Where can we find it? We will embark on a knowledge journey into this aspect of phonemic awareness through song, nursery rhymes, and many wonderful books, as well as in our own writing. We will use this knowledge to create wanted posters searching for words that rhyme and even work with technology assistants to create a class slideshow featuring our selections of words that rhyme. We will end the unit by adding our newfound knowledge to our class Web site (with the help of our teacher, aide, and parent volunteers).


	Subject Area(s):  Click box(es) of the subject(s) that your Unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business Education 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Engineering 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Home Economics 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Language Arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Music 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School to Career 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drama 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foreign Language 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industrial Technology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Physical Education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Science

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Grade Level:  Click box(es) of the grade level(s) that your Unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gifted and Talented
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks:

	· R-R5.Comprehend the meaning of simple written selections, using prior knowledge, letter/sound relationships, and picture clues. 

PO 2. Derive meaning from picture clues.  

PO 3. Derive meaning from illustrations/print using prior knowledge/experience.  

PO 4. Derive meaning from print using sound/symbol relationships.
· R-FS3. Comprehend the meaning of simple survival words/pictures.

 PO 3. Label objects/pictures.

· W-R2. Spell simple words. 

PO 1. Apply letter/sound relationships as emergent writers.
· LS-FS6. Listen and respond to stories, poems, nonfiction, and age-appropriate music.

PO 2. Anticipate patterns in familiar stories (e.g., repeating phrases, rhyming).

1T-R2. Use input devices and output devices successfully to operate computers, VCRs, audiotapes, and other technologies.
See: Workplace Skills (7WP-R1)2 PO 2. Use devices to complete a task (e.g., mouse, keyboard, printer, remote control, and microphone).

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes:

	 Students will:

· Recognize by sound words that rhyme

· Identify by sound words that rhyme

· Visualize the word in picture form and draw the picture that symbolizes the word 

· Compare two words to a key word and choose the word that rhymes with the key word

· Identify words that have similar patterns (initial consonant and medial vowel sounds), but do not rhyme

· Copy, paste and insert pictures and words into a template (with adult assistance)

· Copy, paste, and insert pictures and words into a PowerPoint* slide (with adult assistance)

	Procedures:

	Prior to Starting the Unit
Spend time reading books, nursery rhymes, poetry, and singing songs throughout the day, EVERY DAY! The students should have some experience with the stories, poetry, and songs we will focus on during the Unit lessons.  [NOTE: The word Unit is sometimes capped in Unit Plans, but not always. Try to select a style and use it consistently.]
Getting Started
Ask the essential question, “Where can we find order and patterns?” Ask students to think about where they have seen patterns in their life. Sample ideas may include in math, in buildings and designs they see, and in stories. Ask students to think about stories or songs they’ve heard that use rhyming words. Have a class discussion about rhyming and why authors may use this in their writing. As the students are listening to the literature, focus on attempts students make to guess the next line, phrase, or word. Ask the students to look for patterns in their own writing. The class will then discuss, “Is it time to rhyme?” as they are thinking about what comes next in the story or poem. 
Introduction to Rhyme  
Use a Slideshow Presentation to introduce the concept of rhyme. Also include words that do not rhyme and state why they do not rhyme. As the students are viewing the presentation, pose the content questions: “What words sound the same?” and “How can you tell words that rhyme?” As students are responding to these questions, record their answers on chart paper. Help students define what a rhyming word is and how students must look and listen carefully as they tell words that rhyme. The chart paper will be used throughout the Unit to add ideas and new learning. 
Rhyme Practice  
Present the following scenario: Someone has stolen some of the rhyming words from our poem. Our class needs word detectives to find the missing rhyming words. A rhyming poem will be written on chart paper with some of the rhyming words blocked out with sentence strips. Students will then brainstorm words that could fit in the poem. 

Students will then work on the Rhyme Practice Worksheet where they will write and illustrate two rhyming words. Walk around the room writing down the two words for the students. A teacher aide or parent volunteer could help with this activity. Students will be encouraged to brainstorm words that have not been previously listed, although the chart will be available for those children who may need to refer back to it. The students will then practice writing the words and drawing pictures of the words. This practice will be used in making a Wanted Poster in Microsoft* Publisher* from a template. It will also be scanned in, saved, and linked to the class Web site.

Wanted…Words that Rhyme Poster
The students will use a template created in Microsoft Publisher to make a Wanted Poster (a flyer) for their two rhyming words. Assisted by an adult, they will type in the words and find pictures from clip art. These posters will be printed and hung throughout the classroom or school. To differentiate for learners who have mastered this concept, ask those students to write a sentence which uses two rhyming words and use the poster format to publish their work. The sentence can be nonsensical if the children choose it to be. Eventually the posters and the rhyming sentences can be put into a class book. This work will be saved so that they can be linked to the class Web site. 
Rhyme Assessment
The students will take a Rhyme Assessment that is in a slideshow presentation. In the presentation, there is a key word or picture. The students will compare two other words or pictures and choose the word that rhymes with the key word. If they choose the wrong answer, the slide takes them back to the original slide. If they are correct; the presentation goes on to the next slide. This will be an informal assessment that the students will do during center time.  A teacher aide or parent volunteer will ask each student the unit question, “What is rhyme?” Have an aide or volunteer use the Tally Sheet to tally the answers. Answers will be added to the chart paper.
Student Slideshow on Rhyme  
Remind students that they are word detectives and that they must look and listen carefully to determine if words or phrases rhyme. Present pairs of words; some of which rhyme and some that begin with the same consonant sound, but do not rhyme (alliteration). Other non-examples can include words with same beginning and ending consonants, but with different medial vowel sounds. Then ask students to identify which words rhyme and which do not. The student word detectives will help you identify the reason that the words rhyme or don’t rhyme. Record this information on chart paper and keep it displayed in the room for students to refer to throughout the rest of the unit. 
Walk the student through the process of making a slide of words that rhyme in the Slideshow Presentation. Help the student create a duplicate slide and replace the second word with a word that does not rhyme. Ask the child if he or she can identify why the words don’t rhyme, and include the explanation on the slide. Save the students’ work. Create a slideshow of all the students’ work and show the slideshow to the class, post it to the Web site, and print it as a class book. When students complete this assignment, an adult will assist students in completing the Student Self-assessment.  
Revisiting the Essential Question
Review the chart paper on which the class has added ideas about rhyming. Continue to read poems and stories that contain rhyme, as well as displaying student work. As the children experience a variety of rhyming patterns, pose the essential question, “Where can we find order and patterns?” again and add to student responses.     

Work on the Web
Call students in groups to brainstorm different words that rhyme with a teacher-chosen key word. Walk the students through choosing a picture for their word and labeling their picture. Each picture, with its corresponding word, will be placed on a wanted poster on the class Web site. Once each child has chosen their word and picture, pose the following question, “Can words that are spelled differently sound the same?”
As the children come up with their answers, input their answers on the Web page and on the class chart paper. Also, input student statements about the essential question on the Web page. The Web page will also feature a response form at the bottom of each of the wanted posters where the students have posed the following question to anyone looking at the Web site, “Can you think of any other words that rhyme?” Someone looking at the Web site will be able to type in their responses, click on Submit, and their responses will be emailed to the class email address where the students will be able to see the responses (after you have viewed the email).

Wrapping Up
Choose another rhyming poem or song to write on chart paper and have students become word detectives once again. Block out some of the rhyming words with sentence strips. Read through the poem and have student volunteers give you suggestions of what the word could be. Read through the poem chorally with the student suggestions (this could be done a few times with different ideas). Then read the poem in its original form comparing the author’s rhyming words to the student rhyming words. End the unit with a discussion addressing the unit and content questions: Why rhyme? and How can you tell words that rhyme? 

	Approximate Time Needed: 

	This unit should take approximately three weeks to complete.

	Prerequisite Skills:

	· Prior experience with stories, nursery rhymes, songs, and poetry that have rhyme in them.  

· Correct mouse manipulation.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit


	Technology – Hardware:  (Click boxes of all equipment needed)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	

	Technology – Software:  (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       

	Printed Materials:
	Worksheet for rhyme practice (for Wanted Poster)

Wanted Posters (for display and class book)

Student slideshow (for class book)

Copies of assessment tools (checklist, tally sheet, self assessment)
Curtis, Jamie Lee. Today I Feel Silly: And Other Moods that Make my Day
Seuss, Dr. Dr. Suess’s ABC: An Amazing Alphabet Book
Martin, Bill. Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
Frederick, Robert. Mother Goose’s Nursery Rhymes
Karlin, Nurit The Fat Cat Sat on the Mat
O’Keefe, Susan Heyboer. One Hungry Monster: A Counting Book in Rhyme
Seuss, Dr. The Cat in the Hat
Seuss, Dr. Green Eggs and Ham
Shaw, Nancy. Sheep in a Jeep

	Supplies:
	Crayons

Pencils

	Internet Resources
	Microsoft Office* Clips Online
Between the Lions
http://pbskids.org/lions/index.html 
Rhyme Zone: Rhyme Thesaurus 

www.rhymezone.com/r/gwic.cgi?Word=_&Path=goose/a
Down by the Bay Song Lyrics
http://kididdles.com/mouseum/d007.html


	Others:
	Parent volunteers are a must for this unit to work.


	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student:
	Modifications can be as follows:
Content

· Students will be paired with another student, peer mentor, or work with teacher aide, or parent volunteer.
· Students will be given examples of words that rhyme.
· Students will be given a key word, and they must come up with a rhyming word.
· Students will use specific examples from a book, nursery rhyme, poem, or song that is given to them or one they choose.
Technology
Students will be paired with another student or peer mentor, or work with teacher aide or parent volunteer who walks them through the steps of the processes or the helper does the typing and mouse work as the student aides the helper in decisions.

	
	Non-Native English Speaker:
	Content

· Students will be paired with another student or peer mentor or work with a teacher aide or parent volunteer.
· Students will be given examples of words that rhyme.
· Students will be given a key word, and they must come up with a rhyming word.
· Students will use specific examples from a book, nursery rhyme, poem, or song that is given to them or one they choose.

	
	Gifted Student:
	Modifications can be as follows:
Content
· Students will be able to produce different words that rhyme for each practice.
· Students will be able to produce polysyllabic words that rhyme.
· Students write their own words instead of dictating.

· Students come up with their own sentences using the rhyming words.
Technology
Students will be able to perform with the Microsoft Publisher* and/or Microsoft PowerPoint* application on their own or with little guidance.

	Student Assessment:
	Students will be formally and informally assessed at various times during the project. 

Informal checking for understanding and task completion will occur throughout the unit as students participate in responses to literature through drawing and “book talks.”
· Rhyme Assessment on PowerPoint and Tally Sheet
· Checklist for Wanted Poster
· Checklist  for student slide on PowerPoint

· Student Self-assessment for slideshow



	Credits:
	Jade Ratliff participated in the Intel® Teach to the Future program, which resulted in this idea for a classroom project. A team of teachers expanded the plan into the example you see here.
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