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Where In the World is Cinderella?
Unit Plan   
	Unit Overview

	Unit Plan Title:
	Where in the World Is Cinderella?

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	Essential Question 
	Is there such a thing as happily ever after? 

	Unit Questions
	1. Of all the fairy tales ever written, why has the story of Cinderella been the one to capture the hearts of so many generations and cultures? 

2. How would the Cinderella fairy tale change if a different character told the story? 
3. What would happen in a modern day Cinderella story?

	Content Questions
	1. What are the elements of a fairy tale?

2. Why are fantasy and realism important in fairy tales?

3. What is point of view?

4. In what ways are the main characters in Cinderella and the Cendrillon the same or different?

5. What does the fairy godmother represent in the Cinderella story?

6. What is the moral of the Cinderella story?

7. In what ways are all of the Cinderella stories from around the world similar?

	Unit Summary:

	In this unit, students will travel the globe to see how culture impacts the story of Cinderella. 
As they work through the unit activities, students will read and analyze many different versions of this classic tale, learn more about the literary genre, and study character development and the difference that point of view can make in the telling of a tale. 


	Subject Area(s):  Click box(es) of the subject(s) that your Unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Business Education 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Engineering 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Home Economics 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Language Arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Music 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School to Career 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drama 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foreign Language 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industrial Technology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Physical Education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Science

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Grade Level:  Click box(es) of the grade level(s) that your unit targets

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gifted and Talented
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       


	Targeted State Frameworks/Content Standards/Benchmarks:

	Oregon English/Language Arts Grade 4 Standards:

A. CCG:  Listen to text and read text to make connections and respond to a wide variety of literature of varying complexity.

B. CCG:  Demonstrate general understanding of grade level literary text. 

C. CCG:  Develop an interpretation of grade level literary text.

Oregon Technology Common Curriculum Goals:  

A. Access, organize, and analyze information to make informed decisions, using one 

      or more technologies.

B. Design, prepare and present unique works using technology to communicate 

      information and ideas.

C. Extend communication and collaboration with peers, experts and other audiences using telecommunications.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes:

	· A1. Listen and read text to make connections and respond to a wide variety of significant works of literature including poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and drama from a variety of cultures and time periods that enhance the study of other subjects.

· A2. Demonstrate listening comprehension of more complex literary text through class or small-group interpretive discussions.

· B1. Identify or summarize sequence of events, main ideas, and supporting details in literary selections.

· B2. Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, and the influence of specific events on future actions.

· C1. Predict future outcomes supported by the text.

· C2. Identify the qualities of the character (e.g., courage, cowardice, ambition), and analyze the effect of these qualities on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

· C3. Identify the theme, understanding that theme refers to the lesson, moral, or meaning of a selection, whether it is implied or stated directly.

· C4. Draw inferences, conclusions or generalizations about text, and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.


	

	Procedures:

	Prior to Instruction: Compile a collection of Cinderella stories from a variety of cultures. Prepare bookmarks to use during readings to guide critical thinking and understanding of the Cinderella versions across cultures.

Week One:  Pose the essential question: Is there such a thing as happily ever after? Begin by asking students if they all know the basics of the Cinderella story, either from reading or watching a movie. Most will know it. For those who do not, have them shadow another student during the next activity. Have students pair up to tell the story to each other. Then have pairs meet with other pairs to tell the story among themselves again. They will find that they agree on some parts and disagree on others. This is a great opportunity to talk about how stories develop and are interpreted differently all over the world. Clarify that Walt Disney is not the author of Cinderella, but that he interpreted it from Perrault’s early version that most of us know. Read aloud and discuss elements of the fairy tale. Illustrate how fantasy and realism play important roles in the development of a fairy tale. Introduce the concept of point of view in storytelling. 
Pose the unit question: Of all the fairy tales ever written, why has the story of Cinderella been the one to capture the hearts of so many generations and cultures? Tell students there are many versions of Cinderella from different countries and that they will have an opportunity to read several versions. Ask students to complete Elements of a Fairy Tale. Show students how to use their bookmarks as a guide for keeping a journal of connections, focus questions, mental images, inferences, and big ideas as you begin to read Cendrillon. After reading, show students how to use this graphic organizer, the Cinderella Connection, to map key components of the story. Model how to create a list of new and unusual words, particularly those with cultural importance. Discuss how customs, family structure, setting, and time period influence the story of Cendrillon.  Ask students to read Cendrillon to the point where Nannin promises Cendrillon that she will go to the ball. Have students complete the Fairy Tale Prediction Report. You can also have students complete a group writing activity that helps them better understand how to summarize a story. Also, emphasize sentence sequencing in a paragraph. See Cinderella Cooperative Input Strip activity.

Week Two: Have students follow the same comparison process with other versions of Cinderella. (You may want to sort the books by difficulty and hand them out according to student’s reading abilities and interest.)  To reinforce reading comprehension, use a Venn diagram for practice to compare and contrast the student’s choice of the Cinderella story with Perrault’s Cinderella story.  Have cooperative groups develop a multimedia presentation highlighting fairy tale elements, cultural differences, character development (point of view), and comparison or contrast to highlight each story. It is helpful to have students develop ideas using the Student Multimedia Presentation Planning Sheet. Invite groups who have completed the planning sheet to begin work on the computer.
Pose the unit question: How would the Cinderella fairy tale change if a different character told the story? Pose the content question: What is point of view? Show and discuss the teacher presentation: Point of View in Fairy Tales. Divide students into small groups and assign one of the characters (Cinderella, Fairy Godmother, Evil Stepmother, Ugly Stepsister, or Prince) from Cinderella to each. Then discuss the concept of point of view and how it can impact a story. Tell students that their task will be to work as a team to rewrite the story of Cinderella from that character’s point of view. Read The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka. 

	Discuss how the story changed when told from the wolf’s point of view. Also, point out and discuss how different the story reads when told through the voice of a character, rather than a narrator. Allow plenty of time for groups to draft, write, and publish their stories.  Once stories are completed, post them on a class Web site to share with others.  Together create a Web survey form in order to poll visitors to the site to find out if point of view really does make a difference in the telling of a tale.  Post the form to the site and collect data regularly. Once a sufficient amount of data has been collected from the submitted surveys, analyze the data using spreadsheet software. Have the students create graphs and charts to “show” the data. Finally, have students create a page that summarizes the data they collected and add it to the site as well. Help students to draw the conclusion that point of view makes a difference in the telling of a tale.
Week Three: Visit engaging Cinderella Web sites to share other story and presentation ideas. Next, ask students to use a character from one of their group’s stories to create a “Wanted” poster. The poster may be of a notorious character from the story or it may highlight a hero or heroine by creating a “Wanted Happy Ever After” poster. Posters should reflect characteristics and deeds linked to the character, who may be looking for him or her, and any reward associated with finding the character. In all instances, poster information needs to be based on information from the story (evidence). 

Finish group multimedia presentations and poster presentations. Plot locations on a world map to show the places Cinderella stories have taken the class. Discuss how the place, time, and culture influence the story.

Week Four:  Pose the unit question:  What would happen in a modern day Cinderella story? Have the students brainstorm an initial list of answers to the question. Together, read a contemporary story such as The English Roses by Madonna. Then review the student list to determine whether or not this modern version included any of their ideas. To dig deeper, instruct students to select a favorite character from all the stories they've read and ask them to consider how this character’s traits might be applied to a “Thoroughly Modern Cinderella” story and how they might adapt their favorite character’s traits to a modern-day rendition. Invite students to write their own Cinderella story. A twist that would be sure to engage students’ imaginations would be to have students select a shoe from a class treasure chest. The shoe represents what the modern day Cinderella will be wearing. This important factor most likely will provide for interesting twists in character and plot development.

To begin, pass out the Character Analysis graphic organizer to help students look deeper into character. Then demonstrate how the completed organizer can be used to help in the story development process. Allow plenty of time for students to draft, write and publish their original tales. Monitor and assist students as necessary throughout the process.
At the end of week four, contact a local bookstore where published authors hold book signings and read their work aloud.  See if the bookstore will host a student writers’ night for your class. Assist the bookstore by having students complete author brochures about themselves and the fairy tale they wrote. Invite parents and other community members to attend the event.  
Wrap up the unit by readdressing the essential question: Is there such a thing as happily ever after? Have students respond in their writing journals. Remind them to cite as many examples or as much evidence as possible when answering the question. Later, bring the class back together and have them share their responses.

	

	Approximate Time Needed:

	Fifty minutes a day for four weeks
	
	

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware:  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      

	Technology – Software:  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       

	Internet Resources:
	Cinderella Web Quests

Who Needs A Fairy Godmother Anyway?

http://home.earthlink.net/~sdlemoine/cinderella/
Cinderellas of the World Web Quest

http://www.bsdvt.org/webquest/rthomas/cinderella.htm
A New Twist on an Old Tale: An Internet WebQuest on Cinderella 
http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/education/projects/
webquests/cinderella/ 
Using Bloom's Taxonomy to analyze traditional Cinderella http://www.coe.unt.edu/TeacherTools/webquests/cinderella/
Cinderella stories listed by continent

http://nancykeane.com/rl/322.htm
Synopsis of other Cinderella tales: 

http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html
Cinderella Around the World

http://www.northcanton.sparcc.org/~ptk1nc/cinderella/



	Printed Materials:
	Cinderella Storybooks

Adelita 

by Tomi de Paola
The Rough-Face Girl 
by Rafe Martin

The Way Meat Loves Salt: A Cinderella Tale from the Jewish Tradition 
by Nina Jaffe

The Golden Sandal: A Middle Eastern Cinderella Story 
by Rebecca Hickox

Jouanah: A Hmong Cinderella 
by Jewell Reinhart Coburn

The Turkey Girl : A Zuni Cinderella Story 
by Penny Pollock

The Persian Cinderella 
by Shirley Climo

Angkat: The Cambodian Cinderella 
by Jewell Reinhart Coburn

The Korean Cinderella (Trophy Picture Book) 
by Shirley Climo

Cendrillon : A Caribbean Cinderella 
by Robert D. San Souci

Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters (Amistad) 
by John Steptoe

Domitila: A Cinderella Tale from the Mexican Tradition 
by Jewell Reinhart Coburn

The Egyptian Cinderella 
by Shirley Climo

The Golden Slipper: A Vietnamese Legend (Legends of the World) 
by Darrell H. Y. Lum

Abadeha: The Philippine Cinderella 
by Myrna J. De LA Paz

Chinye: A West African Folk Tale (Picture Puffins) 
by Obi Onyefulu,

Naya, the Inuit Cinderella 
by Brittany Marceau-Chenkie

The Irish Cinderlad 
by Shirley Climo

Baba Yaga and Vasilisa the Brave 
by Marianna Mayer

	Others:
	Arrange with local bookstore for Student Author Night. Invite parents to witness the celebration and readings of new fairy tales.


	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	Resource Student:
	Students may be given additional scaffolds or templates to assist them as they develop or complete project assignments. Assignments may be modified to allow the students to present or respond in their preferred modality. (Example: At the conclusion of the unit, instead of requiring the student to respond to the essential question in essay form, they may demonstrate understanding of key concepts and the meeting of objectives by responding verbally. 
· Modifications as dictated in the student's IEP 
· Cooperative grouping 
· Written and oral instructions in a variety of ways 
· Extra time for completing assignments 
· Work with a parent or a teacher's aide for assistance 
· Teacher-created templates to guide work 
· Positive reinforcement for each accomplished benchmark

	Non-Native English Speaker:
	Students may be given additional scaffolds or templates to assist them as they develop or complete project assignments. Allow students to demonstrate understanding in ways that do not require as much language usage:

· Share the Cinderella story of their culture of origin 

· Use cooperative grouping 

· Use visuals and illustrations to develop vocabulary and understanding 

· Encourage support from common language speakers who are more proficient in English 

· Provide extra time for completing assignments 
· Enlist assistance from a parent or a teacher's aide

	Gifted Student:
	Students will be encouraged to participate in additional or alternative extension activities such as to:

· Create a timeline of the Cinderella stories from around the world 

· Predict how the story would evolve in the year 2025 and write a future Cinderella story for different cultures

· Create a multi-cultural mural 

· Write an essay on why no one Cinderella story is the "true" version.



	Student Assessment:
	Formal and informal assessment will be conducted at various points through out the unit. The Rubric and Team Task Scoring Guide will be used to formally assess final student projects.

	Credits:
	A teacher participating in the Intel® Teach to the Future program developed this idea for a classroom project. A team of teachers expanded the plan into the example you see here.
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